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In the quest to encounter God, know God, experi-
ence God, we come to a text in Paul’s First Letter to 
Timothy, 1 Timothy 4:9-10, which tells of the living 
God, who is the Savior of all [people], a passage 
which struck me with all the force of a thunderbolt 
when I first noticed it. Raised as I had been by 
“Small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to 
life, and only a few find it” (Matthew 7:14), I wasn’t 
quite prepared for what Paul is saying in 1 Timothy 
4:10.  

 
I will begin our reflections with a little work with 
this text. It’s part of a letter, we believe, that Paul 
wrote to his younger colleague Timothy late in 
Paul’s life. Paul has left Timothy in the great city of 
Ephesus responsible for the church there. But now in 
1 Timothy 4, in the verses leading up to our text, 
Paul warns Timothy about a way of thinking that 
doesn’t work, specifically a way of thinking that 
limits and restricts life. He says (in verse 1) that a 
time is coming when “some will abandon the faith,” 
and he’s very disturbed by this. He calls it demonic! 
He calls those who think this way “hypocritical li-
ars.” They will “forbid people to marry and order 
them to abstain from certain foods which God creat-
ed to be received with thanksgiving.”   
 
Paul is specifically contesting here a deep skepti-
cism about the physical and the natural. And the 
church was quickly plagued by this until by 400 AD 

Church Fathers like Jerome and Augustine settled 
for a grimly joyless view of the world and foisted 
this dark vision on their world. In counterpoint, Paul 
writes in verse 4, “For everything God created is 
good, and nothing is to be rejected, if it is received 
with thanksgiving,” that is, with mindful conscious-
ness of the goodness of God. Then in verse 9, he 
writes in this same spirit of expansiveness, “This 
[what I am about to write] is a trustworthy saying 
that deserves full acceptance (and for this we labor 
and strive) that we have put our hope in the living 
God, who is the Savior of all [people], and especial-
ly of those who believe.”   
 
The living God, who is the Savior of all people, and 
especially of those who believe – it’s  an astonishing 
statement. And it goes very much against my first 
understandings of salvation. When I was young, I 
thought that salvation was something that only hap-
pened within the walls of the little white church 
building where my family worshipped. Only we 
were Christian. And I understood salvation in large-
ly otherworldly terms. It meant  essentially that we 
got to Heaven when all the rest of the world burned 
forever and ever in the fires of Hell. My understand-
ing of salvation was primarily that I would escape 
Hell – by the thinnest of margins perhaps, but I 
would escape with those few people who thought 
and acted exactly like me. I came to understand 
eventually that there were a few more saved people 
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Here and There: … Join Brandon for the 10:00 
AM Sunday Morning Adult Class. These classes are 
excellent textual and contextual introductions for the 
morning’s sermon each Sunday. … Our Wednesday 
evening Jesus Class continues its great study of Acts 
with Kathy leading a discussion of Acts 22 this 
Wednesday evening, February 13th, 7:00-8:00 PM in 
the library. … Also give thought in 2019 to joining in 
our Readings in Current Affairs program. It’s a re-
markable gathering of people who engage contempo-
rary issues at a high level of discussion. The next ses-
sion meets Thursday evening, February 28th, 7:00-
8:30 in Community Room I. For that evening’s topic 
see our “Calendar of Events.” For the whole program, 
see Dale. … Debbie Pauls will be one of the panel-
ists for UConn’s Center for Judaic Studies and Con-
temporary Jewish Life’s panel on “Traditional Reli-
gion, Progressive Politics,” Thursday, March 7th, 
12:30-2:00 PM in Room 129 at UConn in downtown 
Stamford.  ...  Please be looking for Tax Donation 
Letters by email. If you need a hard copy, see 
Sandy. … NEEDED: Two female and two male 
mentors for Buddy/Mentor. For more information, see 
Judy Hendrickson or Scott Johnson. … Brandon and 
Dale blog regular ly at: 
www.apreachersbookshelf.com where they summa-
rize some books they read in an accessible, interesting 
way. … If Immigration Matters are or becomes an 
issue for you see Guy Bocicaut who may be able to 
direct you to appropriate resources. Brandon also vol-
unteers at Building One Community, a community 
outreach to immigrants, and so also may be able to 
help. … Easy Automated Giving: It is now possible 
to give to the church through online automated giving. 
It is an easy and safe process. If you would like to sign 
up, please talk to John Williams or Sandy Hogan. … 
The most recent Directory can be found on the church 
website under Contact Us. Contact Sandy or Dale for 
the password to access it.  

gling with Alzheimer’s; also his wife, Gail, struggling 
with MS and diverticulitis … ALSO continue to pray 
for: communities struggling with violence in America, 
the plight of refugees worldwide, the people of 
Puerto Rico still devastated by Hurricane Maria 
and wise,  compassionate resolution of matters re-
lated to DACA and Temporary Protected Status 
for Haitians. 
 
As for Sunday Morning Prayer Requests, please e-
mail those on to Dale at DalePauls@att.net if you wish 
them included in the newsletter.   
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in Tennessee and Texas, no less, but there were cer-
tainly none in our little town except those who wor-
shipped in our little white church building. 
 
Slowly, over years, I came to see that there was some-
thing very wrong with this picture: that, in fact, it 
made us tragic, fearful people always worried about 
everything; that it reduced the whole earth from the 
skyscrapers of New York to the towering Himalayas, 
with its billions of men, women, and children, to an 
inconsequential backdrop for we few true believers; 
and that, in fact, it was this very attitude that helped to 
spread fear and distrust everywhere, that reinforced 
patterns of prejudice and discrimination, and that 
thereby increased the risk of violence worldwide. 

 
As a result, by the grace of God, my understanding of 
salvation grew and has continued to grow my entire 
life. I have learned that it’s meant for so many more 
than just those people within the walls of the little 
white churches of my childhood. I have learned from 
Scripture, contrary to that one proof text, Matthew 
7:13-14, which was wrenched out of its context in the 
Sermon on the Mount with no regard for its historical 
moment: that God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him (John 3:17); that Jesus came not to judge the 
world, but to save it (John 12:47-48); that the Lamb of 
God takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29); that 
Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and 
not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 
world (1 John 2:2); and that God was in Christ recon-
ciling the world to himself, not counting men’s sins 
against them (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). I have learned 
from Scripture that we are to call no person impure or 
unclean (Acts 10:28) and that when Jesus is truly lifted 
up from the earth, he will draw all people to himself 
(John 12:32). I have learned from Scripture that one 
day the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9); one day God 

intends to bring all things in heaven and on earth to-
gether under Christ (Ephesians 1:10); one day a great 
multitude that no one can count, from every nation, 
tribe, people and language will cry out in a loud voice, 
“Salvation belongs to our God” (Revelation 7:9-10); 
and one day the glory and honor of the nations will be 
brought into God’s New Jerusalem; the kings of the 
earth will bring their splendor into it; and the leaves of 
the tree of life will bring healing to the nations 
(Revelation 21-22). And I have learned that the living 
God is the Savior of all people, and especially of those 
who believe.  
 
And so it’s important to remember over and over again 
that God is larger than we have ever supposed, un-
doubtably larger than we are even able to suppose, and 
God’s salvation is so much larger than we have ever 
supposed. Even the word “salvation” is larger than we 
have supposed.  It’s first the Hebrew word yeshu’a, 
from which comes the name Jesus, and it has an origi-
nal meaning of “to be roomy or broad” as opposed to 
being hemmed in, imprisoned, or restricted. So in Je-
sus’ day it meant “to free, come to the help of, give aid 
to, deliver or rescue,” as in God saving Israel from 
Egypt. Primarily it’s to be saved from danger, from 
harm, from disease, from evil intent or violence, and 
it’s very much a hands-on, this-world, here-and-now, 
real-life understanding of salvation. For this reason, in 
the Gospels saved and healed are used interchangea-
bly. The Greek word σωζω (sōzō) means either to save 
or to heal. So in the miracle accounts, Jesus will say, 
“Your faith has saved you” or “Your faith has healed 
you,” and it’s exactly the same thing. And this is all 
very “on earth as it is in heaven” salvation, as the 
Lord’s Prayer suggests in Matthew 6:10: “Your king-
dom come; your will be done on earth  as it is in heav-
en.” There is salvation on earth as it is in heaven. And 
the difference is to be on earth as it is in heaven.   

 
It’s not just fire insurance, some notion that some 

Calendar of Events  

Sat., Feb. 23 Pancakes & Pajamas. 4:00-6:00 PM in Community Room II. Come in your favorite PJ's (or 
regular clothes) and enjoy pancakes and games with us. Please plan on bringing a side (fruit, 
bacon or sausage) to share and, if you're able, a new pair of children's PJ's in any size to do-
nate.  

Thur., Feb. 28 Our Readings in Current Affairs program takes up the critical issue of “Climate Change.”  
The primary book under discussion will be Paul Gilding’s The Great Disruption. For the full 
list of recommended reading see Dale. 

Sat., Mar. 2 Marketplace Forum. Par t 2 of “Globalism on Trial.” A great discussion picks up right 
where Saturday’s Part 1 left off. 9:00-11:00 AM in Community Room I. Come early for cof-
fee and bagels. Doors open at 8:30. 

Sun., Mar. 3 Buddy/Mentor Sunday. 

Sun., Mar. 10 Late Winter Potluck. Community Room I after  morning services. 

Tues., Apr. 9 Shiloh’s Night of Hope. For  more information and to buy tickets, go to SHI-
LOHNYC.ORG/NOH. 

Sun., Apr. 14 Quarterly Planning Session. 

Prayer Updates: … Norma Collins, home, recover ing from a fractured pelvis and lower  back, still in 
some pain but regaining some weight which is good … Frank Nitto, former  minister  here (1975-80), at home 
recovering from surgery to replace his aortic heart valve, in Lincoln, California … the family of Tatiana’s sister, 
Andrea Allison, who died unexpectantly at her  home in Flor ida Sunday, Feb. 3rd; she was known to have 
heart problems but they were thought to be manageable ... Anna Andrews, recovering from surgery for a torn 
rotator cuff … Marie Alphonse, Dee, Soeurette and Er ica Rose’s mother, home, under hospice care ...  Gerry 
Fraioli, recover ing from knee replacement surgery; Ger ry is still in an ongoing difficult struggle with MDS 
(myelodysplastic syndrome), a rare cancerous disorder in which bone marrow fails to make enough healthy red 
blood cells, white blood cells and platelets … Tatiana Marin Vinas’s father, undergoing treatment for  cancer  
in Columbia … Nylah, Nitza’s charge, with sickle-cell anemia … Nicole Cyboski, suffer ing from an auto-
immune disease … Clementina Baker, Velma’s mother, on regular dialysis … Paula Burgess, Shane Bigby’s 
mother, having some health issues possibly related to her kidneys … Tom Konobeev, Aaron Andrews’ friend, 
having suffered kidney failure and on dialysis, making progress in his weight loss in order to have kidney trans-
plant surgery; and his wife, Tabitha, struggling with depression ... Joe Mattiello, Aaron and Anna’s friend, strug-
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small group of people will somehow escape Hell. So 
Jesus could say of the tax collector Zacchaeus, “Today 
salvation has come to this house” (Luke 19:10) because 
the stingiest man in Jericho has just pledged to give half 
his possessions to the poor and to pay back anyone he 
has cheated of anything four times the amount, going 
way beyond even the law’s requirement for restitution 
which was 20%. Now salvation had come to his house, 
to his family and servants, to the poor who became his 
beneficiaries, to all who may have been defrauded. 

Salvation, emphatically, is hands-on; it’s here-and-now. 
It’s holistic. It affects all of life. It changes everything 
and it changes everyone.   

 
It’s God’s vision for a new earth where his will is done 
just as it is in heaven. And this is the living God who is 
the Savior of all people, and especially of those who 
believe.  
 

 – Dale Pauls 

 

https://www.shilohnyc.org/noh
https://www.shilohnyc.org/noh

